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Harvard Joins Hands with
IIT-D, Tatas to Help Startups

Project plans to mentor 25 social entrepreneurship startups

SaumyaBhattacharya & Varuni Khosla

New Delhi: Harvard University’s South Asia
Institute has joined hands with the Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Delhi, and Tata Trusts
inafirstinitiative of its kind to mentor25soci-
al entrepreneurship startups in science and
technology. The project, led by the institutedi-
rector Tarun Khanna. aims to create jobs by
helpingthese startups withmentoring, works-
hops and providing grants to select ventures.

The institute, aresearch andideageneration
centre at Harvard University. requested and
received a grant from Tata Trusis to experi-
ment with ways to translate knowledge that
was generated in the university setting into li-
velihood creation.

“India needs 100 million net new jobs in the
next decade to absorb the demographic divi-
dend,” said Khanna. “I don’t know of any sy-
stem in the world thathasgenerated that many
jobsina shortperiod of time withoutasignifi-
cant dose of new enterprise creation and ent-
repreneurship,” said Khanna, who chaired
the Government of India Niti Aayog Commis-
sion on Entrepreneurshipand Innovation.

Emphasising the relevance of this
collaboration, R Venkataramanan, ex-
ecutive trustee at Tata Trusts said:
“Under this collaboration with Har-
vard University’s South Asia Institute,
we will develop entrepreneurship op-
portunities that will help provide sus-
tainable prosperity to the local com-
munities. This approach combined
with TataTrusts’philanthropic vision
will helpnarrow downtheexistinggap
between the demand and supp-
ly of skilled labour.”

The grant from Tata Trustis is
for 18 months. “The challenge
and plan is to demonstrate
using research and knowledge
assetsto work with these social
enterprises to point them in
therightdirection andcreate a
system of peer support. This
will be done through works-
hops, on an ongoing basis,” sa-

id Khanna.

One of the glaring issues is

thatit is a very lonely job being
an entrepreneur, said Khanna.
The idea then, he said, is to use
knowledge assets to bring peo-
pletogether, getapeergroupin
place without overstating the
importance of the facilitator.

It’s a learning experience for II'T Delhi as
well. “Thereisan explosion inlearning. inclu-
dingsocial entrepreneurship. We can take so-
me of these experiences to our workshops.
Many of these people were students about a
year ago. These are young startups andnotall
are IITians. They are people from Delhi, Kan-
pur, Utkal University, small colleges in Pun-
jab,” said IIT professor Professor Ambuj Sa-
gar,whoalongwith Professor PVM Raoispart
of this project.

The project aims to mentor and guide people
after the duration of the grant, “One of the
tasks that we have is to think of ways to conti-
nue with this programme, with our partners,
the Trusts, II'T-D and other institutions, inclu-
dingthe government machinery. The more pe-
opletalkaboutit, the better,” said Khanna.

Shashank Shah, projectdirector at the South
Asia Institute said: “There will be hand-hol-
dingforall the grantees from now till Septem-
ber across tracks in terms of Harvard, part-
ner institutions such as II'T-D and others.”

The project alsoplanstorun asmall competi-
tion among selected entrepreneurs and give
them small grants. An amount of 50 lakh has
been setaside for grantacross three tracks.
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Academicians from 400 int’]
varsities extend support to JNU

- | & R | - Q‘_
JNU students agitating for the release of
Kanhaiya Kumar in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Over 400
academicians from inter-
national varsities, including
Columbia, Yale, Harvard and
Cambridge, have come out
in support of JNU students
agitating against a row over
an event on the campus.

A joint statement signed
by 455 academicians from
global universities, said:
“INU stands for a vital
imagination of the space
of the university an imagi-
nation that embraces crit-
ical thinking, democratic
dissent, student activism,
and the plurality of politi-
cal beliefs. It is this critical
imagination that the cur-
rent establishment seeks to
destroy.

And we know that
this is not a problem for
India alone”

“Similar attacks on crit-
ical dissent and university

spaces are being attempted
and resisted across the world.
An open, tolerant, and dem-
ocratic society is inextricably
linked to critical thought and
expression cultivated by uni-
versities in Indiaand abroad.

“As teachers, students,
and scholars across the
world, we are watching with
extreme concern the situa-
tion unfolding at JNU and
refuse to remain silent as our
colleagues (students, staff,
and faculty) resist the illegal
detention and autocratic sus-
pension of students,” said the
academicians, some of which
are JNU alumni.

JNU students union
president Kanhaiya Kumar
was arrested last week in
connection with a case of
sedition and criminal con-
spiracy registered over
holding of the event against
hanging of Parliament attack
convict Afzal Guru at the
varsity during which anti-

India slogans were alleged
to have been raised.

His arrest has triggered
widespread outrage among
students and teachers and
drawn severe criticism from
non-BJP political parties.

The university teach-
ers have also rallied behind
its protesting students and
questioned the adminis-
tration’s decision to allow
the police crackdown on
the campus even as they
appealed to the public not
to “brand” the institution as
“anti-national”.

On Monday, violence
broke out in the Pati-
ala House court complex
when groups of lawyers
thrashed journalists and
students and teachers of
JNU while the political slug-
festoverthearrestofKanhaiya
snowballed with BJP
chiet Amit Shah targeting
Rahul and Sonia Gandhi on
the issue.  WITH AGENCY INPUTS
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11Sc launches Kernel capturing the spirit of gen-next research

http://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/india/iisc-launches-kernel-capturing-the-spirit-of-gen-next-research-
english-news-1.869450

Bengaluru: Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) has propelled a series of new initiatives in the last one year to
spread the essence of research, innovations and teaching to a wide section of audience globally.

In a brief interaction with Mathrubhumi, Prof Anurag Kumar, Director, 11Sc, cited the example of a well-crafted
publication Kernel that was launched in September last year

“We have very strong tools of communication in place internally and the Science Media Centre has a vibrant

system to spread our work. Kernel is a new initiative from 11Sc and it has already captured the imagination of
many across the world,” says Prof Anurag.

Expert team visits proposed IISER sites

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/expert-team-visists-proposed-iiser-sites-
116021600997 1.html

A three-member expert team of the central government today visited the proposed sites for the temporary and
permanent campus of Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (1ISER), here.

The team visited the government-run Industrial Training Institute (ITI) and Laudigaon, near Gopalpur and
discussed with the authorities about the availability of the infrastructure facilities for the temporary campus.

While the government has identified around 200 acres at Laudigaon for permanent construction of the institute,
IT1 Berhampur has been selected for the temporary campus.

The 1I1SER is scheduled to start function from this year with an intake capacity of 50 students, sources said.
The expert team had on January 8, 2016 and November 17 last year visited the place to inspect the sites selected
for the establishment of the prestigious institute after the state government had declared to set up the proposed

IISER campus at Berhampur.

Meanwhile, a new three-storied building was constructed by the government in the ITI campus to house the
IISER, Berhampur here.

The construction for two more storeys was in the new building at a cost of Rs 4.70 crore.
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had announced establishment of 1ISERs in Odisha and Nagaland.

At present there are five IISERs under the Ministry of Human Resource Development. These are located in
Bhopal, Mohali, Pune, Kolkata and Thiruvanantapuram.


http://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/india/iisc-launches-kernel-capturing-the-spirit-of-gen-next-research-english-news-1.869450
http://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/india/iisc-launches-kernel-capturing-the-spirit-of-gen-next-research-english-news-1.869450
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/expert-team-visists-proposed-iiser-sites-116021600997_1.html
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More than just geeks, prove I1T-B’s all girl band

http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/more-just-geeks-prove-iit-b%E2%80%99s-all-girl-band-85456

In the leafy campus of IIT-B, where inter-hostel festival Goonj is underway at the PC Saxena auditorium, The Ghost of
Purple Habibi take to the stage. Their music is as spunky as the band’s name.

Soon the audience is swaying along as the seven member all-girl band switch from Jailhouse rock by Elvis to Afghani
song Bibi Sanam Jaanem by Zeb and Haniya.

Boys outnumber girls in this campus by a ratio of 7:3 and the number of girls that one can spot around the campus is a
clear indication of that. So how is it being a girl at lIT-B? “You get a lot of attention!” is the unanimous answer. All the
members of the band are undergraduate students, except for Tanvi Prakash, who is pursuing her PhD from the
Aerospace Engineering Department.

Most of the members play more than one instrument along with taking their turns to sing when the band performs.

So how do they find time for music in their busy schedule? “It is not just music but there are a lot of events that happen
across the campus. There are marathons too that are organised,” band member Archana says.

It’s an active campus life

“Because we live inside the campus and have no family commitments or responsibilities, we have more time to spend in
pursuing various activities,” Arjita added. And when the schedules clash, practice sessions are planned around their tests
and other academic commitments.

So is there a flipside to being a girl at [IT-B? The students say while IIT is possibly one of the safest campuses to live and
study in, there is sexism, something that the campus paper Insight too pointed out in one of their recent articles.

“Our male classmates say things such as getting internships will be easier for us because we are girls,” explains Archana,
a perception that they strongly disagree with. They are also looking to break the stereotypes that the campus is full of
geeks who do little apart from study.

When it comes to their music, the band members like it to be diverse. Anushree says, “We enjoy rock more but would
like our music to be diverse. All of us are multi-talented and we play different musical instruments.”

Most them have received formal training in music and have several years of performance experience behind them.

So what’s next on the agenda?
The band next wants to bring street music to IIT-B and continue to perform together.


http://www.iamin.in/en/mumbai-north-east/news/more-just-geeks-prove-iit-b%E2%80%99s-all-girl-band-85456
http://http/www.insightiitb.org/2015/insight-18-1-gender-inequality/

